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The Hobbs Foundation invests in direct, program-related funding to nonprofit 
partners that provides support to children who are economically disadvantaged 
and/or involved in the child welfare system.  Our grants provide resources that 
address basic needs, academic enrichment and positive mentorship for children 
in Florida that works to counteract the cycle of abuse, instability and economic 
hardship for children in need. 
 
We work to establish partnerships with charitable organizations across the state 
of Florida that demonstrates evidence-based outcomes and long-term impact in 
improving the lives of at-risk children. 
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In 2014, the Hobbs Foundation invested in a total of 40 nonprofit organizations whose works seeks to improve the well-being 

of at-risk children; foster children and children of low-income families across the state of Florida. Our grant-restricted funding 

supports direct-impact projects that strive to effectively promote the healthy growth and development of disadvantaged 

children that would otherwise be unaffordable. Our projects yield meaningful impact in improving access at-risk children and 

youth have to educational, social and developmental enrichment opportunities that foster academic success, positive character 

development, self-sufficiency and responsible decision-making, enabling socio-economically disadvantaged youth to reach 

their full potential and break the cycle of poverty and abuse.  

Our nonprofit partners include child welfare and social services agencies, residential group homes (children’s homes), 

emergency shelters, adoption agencies, youth development and philanthropic capacity-building, concentrating primarily on 

programs serving foster children. The majority of our grantees serve youth within our Tampa Bay community. As our 

grantmaking portfolio has grown, we have expanded our outreach to nonprofits serving at-risk children throughout the state 

of Florida. Each of our grantees were awarded funding in the amount of $10,000 in support of their selected, direct-impact 

projects. After expanding with twelve new grant-funded projects in 2013 to those serving children outside of the Tampa Bay 

region and working to build upon our impact on underserved children on a state-wide level, the Foundation leveled off its 

giving with two new grant recipients in 2014; that includes an expanded partnership with two of our valued charities; the 

Salvation Army, now serving both Tampa and St. Petersburg area locations, with the addition of programs targeting the 

impoverished Tampa Heights community, where 48.0 percent of children live below the poverty level and the other, the Boys 

and Girls Clubs of Palm Beach serving children in South Florida, with 42.0 percent of children living in low-income 

households amidst the steepest increase in cost of living relative to income in the state.  

The Hobbs Foundation’s nonprofit partner organizations served children by way of a program enhancement and/or special 

opportunity that has a direct, positive impact on children in need, ranging from those providing clothing and other basic 

needs, academic tutoring and literacy education to afterschool programs and field trips. The Foundation continues to make 

long-term investments that promote the development of our multi-year projects with the goal of strengthening community 

impact, minimizing the barriers to independent living and economic mobility for at-risk children and families. 

The geographic priorities of the Foundation have expanded our grantmaking portfolio over the past five years to support at-

risk children across the state of Florida. Our focus has been determined through an evidence-based due-diligence process with 

a needs-assessment of children and families based on established indicators of child welfare and socio-economic well-being. 

Among our 40 grantees selected for direct-program funding this year. In 2014, 17 grantees reached underserved children in 

our Tampa Bay community and surrounding areas; 6 grantees in South Florida (Broward and Miami-Dade County), 5 grantees 

in East Central Florida (Polk, Flagler, Volusia, Orange, and Putnam), 4 grantees in Southeast Florida (Okeechobee, Martin, 

and Palm Beach), 3 grantees in Southwest Florida (Lee and Collier), 2 grantees in North Florida (Duval, Nassau, St. Johns, 

Baker, and Clay), 1 grantee in Northwest Florida/Panhandle (Escambia, Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, and Walton County). 

For a full interactive map of our 2014 grantees by geographic region, please visit our website at hobbsfoundation.org. 
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Our grantmaking strategy over the 2014-2015 grant cycle concentrated our project-specific investments in conjunction with a 

needs-based assessment, factoring in levels of poverty and income gap, stagnant economic growth and mobility, public 

assistance dependency, housing cost burden and involvement in the child welfare system, concentrating in regions with the 

greatest number and concentration of children in need. 

Since the Great Recession, at-risk children lived predominantly in Central Florida with the heaviest concentration of children 

in need in Orange County and the Orlando Metropolitan area, branching out to surrounding counties. Hillsborough County 

and the Tampa Bay Metropolitan area had an equally higher saturation of at-risk children with 56.0 percent of public school 

students qualifying for the free and reduced lunch program. Northeast Florida, namely the Jacksonville, Duval County area, 

also ranks towards the top in number of children living in low-income households and receiving public assistance. The highest 

number of children living in poverty and at-risk of being removed from their homes was in South Florida, mainly Miami-

Dade, also including Broward and neighboring Palm Beach County, according to Census data.  

This year, we were successful in developing new partnerships with regional nonprofit organizations serving at-risk children in 

regions where a greater number of children had restricted access to basic needs, educational opportunities, and social and 

character enrichment experiences that promote academic achievement and healthy development. In Central Florida, we have 

partnered with the Orlando-based Boys and Girls Clubs of Central Florida. With a stellar record of financial sustainability, 

funding source diversification, state-of-the-art facility and innovative after-school educational programming for at-risk 

children, The Boys and Girls Clubs of Central Florida is rapidly expanding to now 30 locations that target impoverished areas 

in both Orlando and surrounding counties, providing low-income students with a safe, productive and creative environment 

to learn and grow. 

The Boys and Girls Clubs of Central Florida launched their 21st Century Community Learning Center Program in 

collaboration with the Hobbs Foundation designed to help low-income students boost their academic performance in the areas 

of math, science, technology and the arts. In a changing economy driven in large part by technological and research innovation 

in healthcare, business and professional services, multimedia, manufacturing and other industries, there is an increasing 

demand for graduates with computer, web development, engineering and other technical skills. The Boys and Girls Clubs of 

Central Florida engaged school-age students in after-school activities that promote active learning in math, science, 

technology, engineering and the digital arts. The 21st Century program targets intellectual development and higher-order 

reasoning in all core subject areas that emphasizes the creative, critical thinking process.  Hobbs Foundation funding assisted 

the Boys and Girls Clubs of Central Florida in implementing a new component of the STEM education program in the high-

poverty, high-crime neighborhood of Pine Hills, located in the Northwest region of the Orlando metro area. Child 

development research suggests that students living in poverty create levels of stress and emotional instability that inhibits 

cognitive growth and results in a lowered capacity for intellectual resources and academic achievement. 
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Among Orlando’s low-income public 

school students, 65.0 percent of 8th 

graders do not perform at grade-level 

reading proficiency. Among 10th 

graders this number rises to 71.0 

percent. 

Providing a constructive and active 

learning environment is key to the 

healthy cognitive, social and emotional 

development of at-risk children. The 

Friday Night LIVE program in Pine 

Hills creates a fun, safe and productive  

Friday Night LIVE Club kids at play in the Boys and Girls 
Clubs of Central Florida, Pine Hills Recreation Center 

space during out-of-school time where students engage in a variety of hands-on 

STEM learning activities that inspire creativity and curiosity, including robotics, 

digital music production, multimedia and digital arts technology. In 2014, we 

helped to expand the Friday Night LIVE program with an enhanced technology 

center where students can develop their interests in graphic design, web design, 

video production, digital publishing, software development and industrial 

design.  

Their sports and fitness program gives children the opportunity to engage in 

healthy physical activity, encourage teamwork and cooperation, and gain self-

discipline and goal setting skills. The Friday Night club also helps to create a 

sense of community where at-risk students can develop healthy relationships 

with peers and mentors, where they learn, play, go on outings and field trips, 

and enjoy a Friday night dinner together. Friday night dinners have become a 

time when children and mentors bond, share their stories and challenges of the 

day and work as a team in preparing a meal. This year the Club recognized an 

opportunity for their kids to learn cooking skills and the importance of good 

nutrition. The Fright Night LIVE Cooking Club engages teams of kids in 

planning, preparing and improving their culinary skills cooking a meal for other 

Club members and staff. Under the guidance of the Boys and Girls Clubs youth 

development team, public school students in Pine Hills discovered a sense of 

belonging, a personal responsibility to change their lives, and became a positive 

role model to their peers. 

By 2014, our Tampa Bay 

community; Hillsborough, Pinellas 

and Polk County, represents about 

half of our total philanthropic 

giving, including a portfolio of 

nonprofit partners that span all our 

of our targeted initiatives, including 

funding to child welfare and 

community-based care agencies, 

group homes, emergency shelters, 

youth development organizations 

and adoption agencies. In Tampa 

Bay, as well as South Florida, the 

child welfare system underwent 

dramatic changes in leadership, 

policy and strategy and a shortage of 

foster parents. 

In collaboration with the Heart 

Gallery and the Children’s Board of 

Hillsborough County, a community 

partnership council agency 

overseeing funding and  
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and programming on behalf of the county’s services to children and families, we expanded into our second year of the Video 

Recruitment program in both Hillsborough and Pinellas County to increase community outreach and awareness about 

children in foster care awaiting adoption.  

For some children who have lived in the child dependency system for years, traditional recruitment channels don’t bring 

them to their forever family soon enough. The Video Recruitment project expanded the Heart Gallery’s storytelling medium 

to one that brings each child’s unique qualities, character and personality to life. In 2014, funding from the Foundation 

helped to produce videos of 40 children awaiting adoption, 20 in Hillsborough and 20 in Pinellas. Each child is captured in a 

mini-interview where they can share their story, their wishes, their dreams and what they hope to find in a forever family. 

Videos can go where photo galleries can’t, streaming online on the agency’s website, social media sites, on their new 

YouTube channel, and at community outreach events in a digital format that can reach a broader audience, instantly and more 

effectively. The video format has proved to create a powerful bonding experience, touching the hearts of prospective foster 

parents and increasing the rate of adoption in both Hillsborough and Pinellas County. Web analytics has helped the Tampa 

Bay branch track outcomes for the project, monitoring traffic, click-through rates, flow visualization and in-page activity. 

Their website registers high-interest users in a database and allows the Heart Gallery of Tampa Bay to identify targeted 

approaches in reaching prospective parents. The project has been featured on the Today Show during November’s National 

Adoption Month with highlights from just some of the children that have been a part of the adoption facilitation efforts of our 

bay area partner.  

Over the Hobbs Foundation’s decade of charitable investment in Florida we have supported children in foster care, 

facilitating access to resources that improve the quality of life and outcomes for success. Beginning in 2013 and continuing in 

2014, we grew our support, aiding children in the child welfare system during the difficult time in transition to foster care or 

other out-of-home placement. Children in the county court’s dependency system, who have been abruptly removed from 

their homes as a result of abuse, neglect or abandonment, often go without. With a growing need and constrained state 

budgets, many of these children are not afforded basic needs like clothing, shoes, books, and school supplies and unable to 

participate in childhood activities like after-school sports and summer camp. The Foundation forged a new partnership with 

Hillsborough County’s Guardian ad Litem program and Voices For Children that serves children in the child welfare system 

awaiting placement.  

The Guardian ad Litem program coordinates a group of dedicated volunteers who stand up for the rights of children who 

experience emotional distress, uncertainty and instability as many of them are sadly shuffled through the child welfare 

system. Voices For Children works in conjunction with Guardian ad Litem to help fill the resource gap for children awaiting 

out-of-home placement to augment support for personal, educational, medial and legal expenses for children under state 

care. With 2,875 children in Hillsborough County’s child welfare system, Voices For Children is currently able to provide 

supplementary financial support for 68 percent of children in need. 
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Tibet, the Courthouse dog on court day with a young 
girl under the care of Hillsborough County’s Guardian 
ad Litem program. 

A grant from the Hobbs Foundation has allowed 

the organization to serve an additional 100 

children during their time in protective care. In 

2014, the Children’s Needs Fund at Voices For 

Children supplied much-needed clothing, 

personal items, schoolbooks, allowed them to 

participate in after-school sports, music lessons 

and other activities, go to summer camp and 

have the items they need for their new room 

when they transition to a new home, things like 

furniture, bedding and books. 

In 2013, Voices For Children, recognizing the unique psychological and emotional needs of children entering foster care, 

became the first in the state to introduce an animal therapy program they call the Courthouse Dog project for children during 

their time in the court system. Guardian ad Litem volunteer and dog trainer, Brenda Kocher, with the help of her certified 

assistance dog, golden retriever, Tibet, with her calm and gentle temperament has been trained since she was a few weeks old 

that provides comfort and a non-threatening bonding experience to children that have experienced trauma and emotional 

distress, working to reduce anxiety and uncertainty that children experience during the legal process. Voices For Children has 

continued to increase their funding and grow their support to children in Hillsborough County, creating a lasting impact in 

minimizing the physical and emotional affects of foster care placement for thousands of children. 

With a newly expanded partnership with the Salvation Army, the Hobbs Foundation, starting in 2015, will now support both 

the St. Petersburg and Tampa area campuses. The Salvation Army’s St. Petersburg area command center focuses on providing a 

safe haven for children in foster care with an emergency shelter and long-term children’s home on campus for those children 

who have been removed from their homes due to abuse, neglect or abandonment. The Tampa area command facility is a 

community-based initiative centered in the Tampa Heights neighborhood, north of Tampa’s downtown business district, where 

there is a greater population of minority immigrants and low-income families, higher rates of crime and homelessness among 

children and families. This area of Tampa is home to a segment of the city’s population where half of children live below the 

poverty line and median household income is half that of the median income for Tampa. In Tampa and throughout 

Hillsborough County, the rate of homelessness among families and children has been steadily increasing since 2009. 
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Actual site for new KaBoom playground at the Salvation Army 
Tampa Area Command; 1603 N Florida Avenue 

Sample photos of KaBoom match-grant playgrounds for 
Salvation Army Tampa Area Command site  

The Salvation Army, Tampa 

operates a family services center 

that aims to provide families and 

children with transitional housing 

and support services that guide 

families on the path to self-

sufficiency. Each family is assigned a 

case plan. Parents must undergo 

weekly counseling, skills training, 

self-help programs and job 

placement meetings. Children 

receive after-school tutoring 

assistance while they attend a local 

public school, participate in after-

school recreational activities and 

spend a week at Camp Keystone 

where they can play, learn and grow 

in a safe, positive environment. In 

2014, The Salvation Army Tampa 

sought to provide a safe outdoor 

recreation space for the population 

of at-risk children throughout the 

Tampa Heights community in 

addition to children of homeless 

families living in transitional 

housing. This year The Salvation 

Army partnered with KaBoom for a 

match grant that will purchase and 

construct a playground space for the 

children of Tampa Heights. With 

match funding from the Hobbs 

Foundation, the organization will 

build a playground space that 

promotes healthy physical and social 

activity with peers and mentors, 
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giving them the opportunity to form positive relationships and childhood memories.  

The Sustainable Living project, in conjunction with Tampa Bay Harvest, an organization working to create sustainable garden 

spaces that produce organically grown food that serves the hungry, including children and families in the Tampa Bay area, 

will produce a community impact garden adjacent to the new playground to serve children who suffer from food insecurity 

who come to live in The Salvation Army’s transitional housing program and those in Tampa Heights that they hope will 

encourage community engagement for the revitalization of the neighborhood. The Sustainable Living project will also serve 

as a therapeutic and constructive learning tool for children that engages them in the hands-on nurturing process of their 

garden. The program acts as a teamwork activity for at-risk children encouraging a sense of personal responsibility and 

delayed gratification in the care of the garden and seeing it grow. 

In Jacksonville, we completed our first round of funding this year with another branch in the network of Boys and Girls 

Clubs, the Boys and Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida, serving low-income children in Duval, Nassau and St. Johns County.  

Highly recommended by Charity Navigator and now directed by Dr. Shannon Perry, a former executive committee member 

on the organization’s board of directors who demonstrates strong leadership and over 20 years of management experience in 

children and family services, the Boys and Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida fulfills a critical need for after-school education 

and character enrichment opportunities for at-risk children in a region with limited economic and social resources for 

families in need.  The Northeast Florida Clubs operate 14 facilities across the Jacksonville and surrounding area to help low-

income children build a brighter future.  The Club helps young people achieve positive life outcomes using a holistic, 

research-based, nationally developed youth development program that promotes leadership, character, health and career 

development.  Their Club ensures that disadvantaged youth in our community have access to quality after-school programs 

for children at-risk for lower educational outcomes due to risk factors; poverty, violence and abuse.   

This year, The Boys and Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida were able to enhance their Project Learn Program at the Woodland 

Acres Club located in this high-poverty, high-crime region of Jacksonville.  Among those 169 low-income children served at 

this Club, 69.0 percent live in households headed by a single parent, 71.0 percent have a family income of $28,000 or less.  

Many parents in this area lack a high school diploma, work long hours in low-wage jobs and do not have the financial, 

emotional or cognitive resources to engage their children in active learning and enrichment experiences.   

School underachievement has long been a chronic and multi-generational outcome for low-income youth who lose their 

ability to engage, garner curiosity and develop cognitive faculties under the anxiety and distraction of an unstable home life.  

The Project Learn Program at the Boys and Girls Clubs works to minimize the barriers to academic success by exposing low-

income children to homework help and tutoring, high-yield learning and leisure activities, parental involvement, school 

collaboration and learning incentives.   
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This year, Hobbs Foundation funding supported the purchase of program supplies to expand their classroom learning activities 

and enhance computer labs, mobilizing these resources to help children succeed in school and inspire them to become life-

long learners. Power Hour helps Club members gain proficiency in math, grammar, science or social studies. These learning 

sessions help the members become self-directed learners. High yield learning activities help students apply classroom learning 

to everyday activities: reading an article in the newspaper and discussing current events, helping to create and plan a meal for 

their friends, writing a letter to their parent or mentor, etc. Games such as Scrabble, Chess or computer competitions that 

sharpen cognitive skills are commonplace.  These activities engage a large number of members, promote sportsmanship and 

good character and make the Club a total learning environment.   

The Project Learn Program has successfully increased school attendance rates, improved grades and FCAT scores of the 

children who participated.  Teacher assessments suggest that middle school students in the program are now better prepared 

for high school and will be on track to completing their high school diploma, nearly all of whom were promoted to the next 

grade level even among those who entered the Club underperforming their grade level in reading and math.  In the coming 

year, we will continue our support of the Boys and Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida with program supplies and equipment to 

enhance their after-school arts program at their Beaches Club location, Seagate Avenue in Jacksonville Beach. 

Over the past five years, South Florida has a significant increase in children living in economically disadvantaged households 

and a higher rate of homelessness among children and families.  With South Florida’s economy prone to swings in tourism and 

hospitality and experiencing one of the state’s most severe housing market collapses, the Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm 

Beach metro areas have seen an unstable recovery in unemployment, income growth and income disparity.  As tourism and 

hospitality, one of the region’s largest economic drivers began to bounce back, foreign investors, high-price condos and the 

finance and other business services sectors returned and began to move the metro’s economy back in the right direction.  As 

such, cost of living and rental rates ticked up.   

For those low-wage earners, largely in hospitality and service-oriented industries, income growth has not yet rebounded, 

leaving many low-income families with wages that have not paced the rising cost of living in South Florida.  This is especially 

prevalent among the region’s growing number of low-skilled immigrant families with little education.  According to research 

by the Shimberg Center for Housing Studies and the Miami Coalition for the Homeless, median rental rates in the Miami-

Dade area have been increasing at a staggering pace leaving more than half of families experiencing rent-burden by 2013 and 

contributing to an increase in the incidence of homelessness for low-income children and families.   
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The Hobbs Foundation completed its first project in collaboration with the 4-star rated, Chapman Partnership, South 

Florida’s foremost, privately operated, social services provider whose mission is to provide education, economic opportunity 

and stability to homeless families and children.  Serving as the primary private sector partner to Miami-Dade County 

Homeless Trust, the official coordinator for homeless services and housing in South Florida, Chapman Partnership is 

commissioned by the County Homeless Trust to manage and operate two homeless assistance centers located in Downtown 

Miami and Homestead, where approximately 80.0 percent of the Miami-Dade County’s families in crisis are served.  In 

Miami-Dade, the rate of homelessness among children and families increased by 130.0 percent between January 2013 and 

January 2014.  Chapman Partnership provides case management services, job training and employment placement assistance 

and healthcare to homeless families that yielded a 71.0 percent success rate in outplaced housing stability.   

In 2013, a grant from the Hobbs Foundation helped Chapman Partnership to launch the Me and My Family Program this year 

that offered 700 children of homeless families the opportunity to participate in educational and social enrichment experiences 

with their parents and youth development staff that broadened their mind, boosted cognitive development and increased 

social bonding with peers, family and mentors, creating memorable childhood moments that shape healthy growth and 

development.  Their on-site Family Resource Center provides quality educational and enrichment activities to children during 

after-school hours that facilitate positive behaviors and social interaction, a constructive learning environment and foster 

engagement and curiosity.   

The Me and My Family Program in collaboration with Womenade, a women’s volunteer fundraising committee for the 

organization, tied each children’s activity, field trip or special event with a community-wide collection campaign of much-

needed items for the children residing in the emergency shelter.  These included clothing, baby bottles and formula, diapers, 

cribs, car seats, strollers, back-to-school supplies, toiletries, toys, holiday gifts and more.  Children had the opportunity to 

engage in family-fun activities like a visit to Zoo Miami, a Valentine’s dance, an Easter Egg hunt at Lummus Park, summer 

camp, arts and science museums, Halloween, Thanksgiving and Christmas activities.  Chapman Partnership successfully 

collected donation items for children during these events that have been valued at over $100,000 and has contributed to the 

overall health and well-being of underserved children in South Florida.   
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A young toddler residing at Chapman Partnership’s 
transitional housing center dressed for trick-or-treating 

at the Spooktacular Bash Children’s Event bringing 
Halloween fun to 120 children of homeless families 

Volunteers at Chapman Partnership’s 
Children’s Holiday Party who collected over 
$5,000 in Christmas gifts for the 150 children 
in their shelter 

In partnership with the 4-star rated Boys and Girls Clubs of Miami-Dade, the Hobbs Foundation grew its support of the 

Project Learn Program in their Kendall Club, a South Miami neighborhood where 82.0 percent of public schools students live 

in low-income households and qualify for the free and reduced lunch program.  The Boys and Girls Clubs of Miami-Dade 

provides a safe, structured after-school learning environment for at-risk children that guides youth who have little opportunity 

to build cognitive and social competencies.  Structured after-school programs instill in children healthy behavioral disciplines; 

selective attention, goal-setting, impulse regulation, language and problem solving, that are linked to future outcomes like high 

school graduation, economic mobility and maintaining stable relationships.   

The Kendall Club provides homework assistance, organized sports and physical fitness, literacy classes, computer skills 

training, arts and crafts, dance club and more.  Economic impact studies conducted by Damooei Global Research Group found 

that the Boys and Girls Clubs of Miami-Dade not only provided emotional and social benefits to at-risk children but had a 

lasting impact on the overall economic health of the community, guiding children to become self-sufficient, contributing 

members of society.  Club members when compared with their low-income peers were more likely to complete their high 

school education and less likely to engage in risky behaviors resulting in involvement with the juvenile justice system, teenage 

motherhood, or substance abuse. 
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By having access to a safe and nurturing environment, Club 

youth were more likely to avoid negative influences that 

translated into long-term academic success.  The Boys and 

Girls Clubs engagement with youth in high-yield learning 

activities improved their decision-making skills, reduced 

dropout rate and gave them a greater chance of securing a 

living-wage job.   

The Kendall Club after-school program occupies idle time 

for at-risk youth that teaches them to channel their energies 

into productive activities that increases mental and physical 

health and wellbeing.  This year the Hobbs Foundation 

helped to introduce the Club’s Reader’s Theatre Project to 

their existing education programs.  Middle school reading 

comprehension has a direct correlation to FCAT score and 

high school graduation.  Among low-income students in 

South Florida many are children whose families have low-

education or are representative of a growing population of 

immigrant, or foreign-born parents where English is a 

second language.  Reader’s Theatre utilizes an evidence-

based literacy curriculum where students are assigned a 

character role and read their part with expression, meaning 

and enthusiasm that encourages reading comprehension as 

well as public speaking skills, leadership and creative 

thinking.  Reader’s Theatre is a documented fluency building 

strategy that engages and entertains students while they learn 

and improve their skills.   

In 2014, a total 523 students participated in the program.  

Literacy instructors administered pre, mid and post-course 

tests to assess each student’s progress in their reading 

comprehension, language and communication skills and 

found that 99.8 percent of students improved at least one 

reading grade level.   

 

 

Reader’s Theatre is a strategy that combines reading practice 

and performing with the goal of enhancing students’ reading 

skills and confidence by having them practice reading with a 

directed purpose, reading aloud and exploring the character 

and theme of the story much like a play.  The re-reading 

component of the Reader’s Theatre model increases fluency 

and understanding, engaging student’s active participation in 

lively narration and inspires a more thoughtful cognitive 

process.   

In addition to the Reader’s Theatre Program, the Boys and 

Girls Clubs of Miami-Dade boosted their Dance Club at their 

Hank Kline Club to encourage more young girls to 

participate in after-school athletic programs.  Each dance 

production provides a structured, work-intensive outlet for 

girls to express their creativity and learn the value of self-

discipline.  Foundation funding supported the purchase of 

dance attire, footwear and equipment for children who 

would otherwise be unable to afford to participate in after-

school activities.  Boys and Girls Club program coordinators 

have seen a positive impact on participating students, 

demonstrating an increased awareness in teambuilding skills, 

self-esteem and focused attention in developing their 

interests and feeling a sense of personal achievement.   

With a new partnership in 2014-2015, the Foundation 

worked to expand its support of socioeconomically 

disadvantaged children in the South Florida area with the 

addition of after-school programming at the Boys and Girls 

Clubs of Palm Beach.  Central Delray Beach, Florida 

encompasses a demographic makeup where nearly half of 

families live below the poverty line, the majority of whom 

are unemployed and/or dependent on public assistance, and 

where addressing educational, social and developmental gaps 

is critical for young residents. 
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With support from the Hobbs Foundation, the Boys and 
Girls Clubs of Miami-Dade’s Hank Kline Club Dance 
Team performs at the charity’s Sixth Annual “Wild 
About Kids” Gala 

 Like their partner in Central Florida, 

the Boys and Girls Clubs of Palm 

Beach County, a charity with an 

exceptional 4-star rating, they 

recognize the importance of after-

school STEM education that build 

technical, analytical and problem 

solving skills in a digital-driven 

economy.  The majority of Club 

members in Palm Beach County live in 

families who earn incomes at or below 

the poverty level that makes 

engagement in educational and youth 

development activities limited. 

For many young children, the chronic stress and disengagement in healthy activity associated with growing up in an 

economically unstable household can lead to a lower capacity for developing cognitive assets and behavioral management 

skills.   

The Boys and Girls Clubs of Palm Beach County works to provide a constructive, achievement-driven environment that 

instills a positive attitude toward learning and self-discipline, with daily after-school tutoring and homework assistance, 

literacy instruction, computer training, arts and cultural activities, and sports and recreation that promotes teamwork and a 

strong work ethic.  In 2014, the Foundation will award a grant to the Club to support an updated technology center fit for 

their new STEM education program.  The Club Tech Program will provide a platform for digital technology literacy with 

workshops in art, photography, music composition and movie making that inspires creative fun as students improve their 

math, science, technology and computer skills.  Tech workshops like the clay animation, robotics, and video game design tap 

into students’ imaginations where they can discover new interests, increase academic performance and inspire vulnerable 

children to reach their full potential. 
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Tampa Bay (West Central Florida) 

Alpha House of Tampa, Tampa  |  Parenting education and child development services to 
homeless mothers and their children through the Parents as Teachers Program 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Tampa Bay, Tampa  |  Match activities that facilitate positive role 
modeling and mentoring relationships to at-risk students 

Brookwood Florida, St. Petersburg  |  After-school educational, recreational and cultural 
enrichment activities for at-risk girls 

The Children’s Home, Tampa  |  Explore After 4 Program providing after-school therapeutic 
learning and recreational activities for foster children 

Clothes To Kids, Clearwater  |  New schools uniforms for low-income public school students 

Computer Mentors Group, Tampa  |  Supplies for IT and STEM after-school education 
program for students of low-income families 

Friends of Joshua House (Joshua House), Tampa  |  After-school academic enrichment and 
recreational activities for foster children 

Heart Gallery of Pinellas-Pasco County, St. Petersburg  |  Video Recruitment Program 
producing featured videos of foster children that facilitates adoption to prospective parents 

Heart Gallery of Tampa Bay, Tampa  |  Video Recruitment Program producing featured 
videos of foster children that facilitates adoption to prospective parents 

Hope Children’s Home, Tampa  |  Outdoor playground equipment for preschool-age foster 
children housed in the Hope Daycare Center 

Metropolitan Ministries, Tampa  |  Technology and educational materials to support the STEM 
education program in the Promiseland School to children of homeless families 

MOSI (Museum of Science & Industry), Tampa  |  Science education summer camp 
scholarship opportunities to low-income public school students 

OASIS Network, Tampa  |  New school uniforms for low-income public school students  
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Ronald McDonald House Charities of Tampa Bay, Tampa  |  Care Mobile Program that brings 
healthcare services to uninsured public school children in low-income communities 

The Salvation Army, St. Petersburg  |  Educational activities and field trip experiences for 
foster children; children’s media center in shelter for children of homeless families 

The Salvation Army, Tampa  |  Playground space and sustainable therapeutic garden area for 
children residing in the emergency shelter and surrounding low-income community  

Voices For Children of Tampa Bay, Tampa  |  Children’s Needs Fund that provides basic needs 
including toiletries, school supplies, furniture, bedding and other personal items for children 
entering foster care  

Broward and Miami-Dade County (South Florida) 

Boys and Girls Clubs of Miami-Dade, Miami  |  Playbook Reader’s Theatre Program increasing 
creative, critical thinking and reading comprehension; supplies for the after-school dance 
program for at-risk children 

Chapman Partnership, Miami  |  My Family and Me Program with after-school educational, 
social and holiday activities for children of homeless families  

Children’s Harbor, Pembroke Pines  |  School uniforms, school supplies and educational field 
trips and activities in support of the after-school academic tutoring and life skills program for 
foster children 

Covenant House Florida, Fort Lauderdale  |  Y.E.S Program with educational and cultural 
field trips and activities for homeless youth and children of homeless families 

HANDY (Helping Abused Neglected Disadvantaged Youth), Fort Lauderdale  |  Stars for Life 
Program providing academic tutoring, mentoring and educational activities for foster youth to 
prepare for secondary education and improve outcomes for graduation 

Neat Stuff, Miami  |  New school uniforms and clothing for children of low-income families 
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Orlando Metropolitan Area/East Central Florida 
(Polk/Flagler/Volusia/Orange/Putnam County) 

Boys and Girls Clubs of Central Florida, Orlando  |  Expand teen services in the low-income, 
high-crime neighborhood of Pine Hills with technology and equipment for the Friday Night 
STEM education activities program for at-risk students 

The Florida Baptist Children’s Homes, Lakeland  |  Youth on a Mission Program allowing 
foster children to participate in rescue mission and community service projects that build 
positive character development and civic leadership 

Florida United Methodist Children’s Home, Deltona  |  Expand the life skills and career 
development program to include horticulture and culinary education and skills training 

Heartland for Children, Bartow  |  Support for the Foster Family Appreciation Program 
holding educational, recreational activities with foster children and their parents 

Lighthouse Ministries, Lakeland  |  Educational field trips that facilitate hands-on learning 
opportunities for children of homeless families 

Southeast Florida (Palm Beach/Okeechobee/Martin County) 

Boys and Girls Clubs of Palm Beach County, West Palm Beach  |  Expand the after-school 
STEM program to include a digital literacy program and computer technology lab 

Caring Children Clothing Children, Stuart  |  New shoes, underwear; educational materials 
for the after-school literacy program for children of low-income families 

Place of Hope, West Palm Beach  |  Clothing for children entering foster care through the 
Place of Hope family cottages, emergency shelter and those children housed in their maternity 
group home   

Real Life Children’s Ranch, Okeechobee  |  Outdoor Adventure Program with fun, structured 
camping experiences and outdoor recreational activities 
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Southwest Florida (Lee/Collier County) 

Grace Place for Children and Families, Naples  |  Support for the Academy of Leaders 
Program focusing on college and career preparation, college visits, academic tutoring, financial 
literacy, leadership, task management and effective communication skills for students of low-
income families 

Liberty Youth Ranch, Bonita Springs  |  After-school academic tutoring and enrichment 
activities to bridge the gap of educational deficiencies and encourage goal-setting for foster 
children  

Youth Haven, Naples  |  Art4Life Program that offers after-school art and expression therapy 
activities for foster children 

Jacksonville Metropolitan Area (North Florida) 

Boys and Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida, Jacksonville  |  Expand the after-school arts 
program with equipment and supplies to include dance and music instruction, sound and video 
production activities for low-income students 

Dignity U Wear, Jacksonville  |  Expand the new school uniform distribution program to the 
low-income community of Baker County to at-risk public school students 

Northwest Florida (Panhandle) 

Children In Crisis, Fort Walton Beach  |  Support for the Summer Enrichment Activities 
Program with educational, recreational and social activities and field trips that inspire healthy 
socialization and active learning for foster children 
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

Statement of Financial Position Year End 2013 

  

Total Assets $7,384,800 

Cash and Cash Equivalents $396,738 

Investments $6,987,749 

Dividends, Interest $452,440 

Liabilities $4,906 

Net Assets $7,379,894 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $7,384,800 

 

Statement of Activities 

  

Total Revenue $612,400 

Investment Income $452,440 

Contributions $160,000 

Total Expenses $503,876 

Grant Awards $400,000 

Program and Administrative $103,876 

Total Net Assets $7,379,894 
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Board and Executive Staff   Foundation Management Advisors 

 

Russell Hobbs     Roger Silk, Ph.D 

Executive Director and Founder   CEO, Sterling Foundation Management, 

       Board of Advisors Member  

The Hobbs Family     James Lintott 

Board of Trustees     Chairman,  

       Sterling Foundation Management 

Amanda Long     Kendra Hutchins 

Senior Portfolio Manager,     Director of Administration, 

Board of Advisors Member    Sterling Foundation Management 

     

       Sterling Foundation Management 

       Headquarters 

       2325 Dulles Corner Boulevard, 6th Floor 

       Herndon, VA  20171 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
Website 

hobbsfoundation.org 

 

Email 

hobbsfoundation@gmail.com 

 

Telephone 

813.230.8491 

 

The Hobbs Foundation 

Main Office, Corporate Center I 

2202 N West Shore Boulevard Suite 200 

Tampa, FL  33607 

 

For all inquiries about the Hobbs Foundation’s grantmaking program, please 
contact Amanda Long, Senior Portfolio Manager 

 

 

 

Providing meaningful opportunities 
for disadvantaged youth  
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